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SOULSIDES

Meither should Sow Siders sidestep the new
Robin McEelle album. OF, we put the feature
into the jazz section because a bot of the stylings
an dfterations, a collection of covers of songs
written by some of the artist's favourite fermale
singer/ songwriters, do tend towards the genre,
but there's plemty of soul going down too and,
to be fair, this woman often finds herself skirting
the dividing lines bebtween a number of music
types. [fyou're in any doubt, maybe start with
Robin's take on Sade's No Ondinany Love, which
kicks off with stand-up bass and lifts into a Latin
groove that Anita Baker might have dropped on
us around the time of Ghing You The Best That [
Got The redoubtable Shedrick Mitchell oversees
arrangements and he's done an amazing job
throughout. 'mi loving the slinky version of
Amy Winehouse's Back To Biack which opens
proceedings and suffers not a jot from a shight
lyric change early on [see feature elsewhere
this issue]. Perhaps even better is an exquisitely
intimate take on Billie Holiday's Don't Explain,
whiere the delicate vocals and cascading planod
drum setting lend a palpable air of melanchoby
and desire to proceedings. More unexpacted,
maybe, is the striding slant afforded Dolly Parton's
Jolane — it definitely works — but Joplin's Mercedes
Benzisa snug fit for Mckelle's familiar bluesier
side and Joni Mitchell's River lends itself to the
peaceful and reflective treatment it's ghven. Mind,
it would be hard to ruin such a glorious piece of
songwriting, A beautiful album from one of our
miost rellable artists.




