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ROBIN McKELLE

Melodic Canvas
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Robin McKelle wrote most

ofthe songs on Melodic

Convas and also produced

and arranged the alburn
on which she
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fronts a small combo whose musicianship is
subtleand sophisticated. Mikell's singing,
‘which combines elements of a22 and sou,
issensiive and she wiies ineresting
songs. 00 You Beliwe’, for example, is
about eligous fait; on iz’ she sings
empathicaly of a troubled adolescen; and
an the implicity feminist "ou'te No Good"
she emphaticaly tels a deadbeat lover
that'sshe's iished vith him.

“simple Man',about an immigrant,
however, while well-meaning, s
sentimental and dlichéd (He's working his
fingers o the bone; sings McKelle) and
even patronising (He's asimple man doing
the best he can, she informs us).‘Swing
Low, Sweet Chariotis sung with palpable
sincerity,  splendid choirenfancing the
gospel feel, and the bleck Iyics of the
Ray Charles-associated ‘The Sun Died' are
sung persuasively, with McKelle sounding
almost overwhelmed with despair after
the end of a lfe-changing affai

Thelyics of Allen Toussaint's ‘Yes We
Can Can, 2 call 1o make the world a btter
place through kindness, are vapid but
Chs Potter’s bracing sax solo somewhat
compensates for them.

Trevor Hodgett




